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The HttaiJ /or huropt a double sheet, to go by th«*

.team ship Hibemia, will be issued at two o'clock this
nfternoon. The letter bags of thi* steamer will close at
the Post Office at half-put four o'clock,
Thi* publication will contain the lateit intelligence

trom Washington, relative to the settlement of the Ore¬
gon question ; the fullcit details of the military opera¬
tions on the Rio Orande ; official reports of General Tay¬
lor aud officer* ; the latest commercial advices from all
perts of the Union theatrical matters : marire news,
ho. iu\

It will he ready, in wrappers, at sixpence per copy.

The Ocean Steamers.
The ureal Western is now due. She is in her

sixteenth day, and ought to be here.
The Caledonia sailed from Liverpool on the

4th instant, and is, therefore, in her eleventh day.
She will reach Boston on Friday or Saturday.
An Extra Herald will be issued immediately

ufter the news byoithar steamer is received.

Our KelHtiui.it with KnK!«.(Ust,Utwe||t of
the Oregon <iuc»tlon.

We have now the best authority to pronounce
the .ettleraent uf the Oregon question, between
England and the United States, to be a matter of
certainty. On Tuesday last, the President trans¬
mitted to the Senate, in secret session, the propo¬
situs ol Mr. Pakenluim, as the basis of a settle¬
ment of this question. It is not a treaty, but
merely a protocol, enquiring of the Secretary of
Srato whether such a proposition would bo re¬

ceived by the United States' government. On
this protocol the Senate have debated for three
days; and on Friday, by an affirmative vote, de¬
cided, according to one account, by 38 to 12.and
according to another account by 38 to 10.advising
the President to accept the proposition of the
British Minister.
The negotiation will now be re-opened between

Mr Pakenham and Mr. Buchanan. A treaty
will be formed m a lew days, and probably will
>e passed without any opposition or debate what-

whateverf ^ ^ 8li*hte9t dollbt

T,,nS. 01 th° 3ettlem°nt "re variously
,n I

' as,s °'thl3 tr°a«y i* stated to be the
49th parallel, from the Rocky Mountains to the
Straits ol 1* uea, through those straits to the Pa¬
cific giving the whole of Vancouver's Island to

England ; also, conceding the free navigation of
the Columbia river to English vessels during the
continuance of the Hudson Bay charter, and also
providing lor compensation to the Hudson Bay
ompany lor any relinquishment of property

south of 49 degrees. These are the propositions
now disclosed, and it is certain that they have
been adopted. We shall not know, however, the
exact terms until the treaty is agreed upon, and
officially published.
Hius the agitation for many months of this

quest,on, which has assumed almost every form
peacetul and warlike, we are happy to believe, is'
set at rest-peace prevails, and the question is set-
. e lorever. The difficulties caused on this ques¬
tion by the diplomacy of Mr. Polk and Mr. Paken¬
ham, lur the last few months, have been removed
by the good sense of Sir Robert Peel and his min¬

istry, and the equally gaod sense of the United
States Senate. The British ministry and the Ame¬
rican senate have, therefore, been the principal
negotiating powers who have taken the respon¬
sibility ol preserving the peace of the two coun¬

tries, when Uie President and Plftnipm«ntinry
had almost involved the two countries in difficul¬
ty. The errors of all parties, in this negotiation,
will, however, be forgotten and forgiven, in die
general joy which the termination will create..
The effect of this happy negotiation will be to

give increased strength to the foreign relations of
the country.to enlarge our commercial inter¬
course, and apply a soothing, even to the war ex¬

isting between us and Mexico.

The Official Despatches of General Taylor.
-The official despatches of General Taylor, and
the gallant officers under his command, are now

before the public. These documents tell a bril¬
liant story of the two actions on the Rio Grande,
>n simple, modest, and unassuming language It
would appear that General Taylor, and his gal¬
lant officers, light and write equally well. They
present a most interesting and honorable contrast
to oertain recent correspondence from the pen of
the major general. It is well that such unfortu¬
nate and lamentable letters as those written by
General Scott should bo accompanied by those
sensible, manly, and unassuming productions of
General Taylor, and his officers. The conduct of
General Taylor, and his men, will be appreciated
not only by the nation, but by the whole world-
by all who admire heroic deeds, performed in a

manly and sensible way. But the brightest page
is sometimes sullied with spots, and we must say
that the conduct of Generals Scott and Worth, iu
this campaign, has been anything but soldierly
orsensi/de. With regard to General Gaines the
greatest error he has committed, was in giving
vent to an exuberance of patriot.sm-an excess
ol zeal lor die honor and glory of his country. In
any odier military service than that of the United
Mates, Generals Scott and Worth, for their i.n-

«oldierly conduct in the war with Mexico, would
have been court-.nartialled, and dismissed the
service. Such conduct as General Scott's would
not be tolerated for a day in the British or French
service ; and it is believed that lor such conduct
in the serv.ee of the Emperor of Russia, that
strict disciplinarian would have had Uie authors
oourt-niartiailed at the drum head, and shot on the
spot. In this country, however, there is more

humanity in the military service, ,n favor of the
errors of great men. The public authorities, and
the nation, cannot pass over the conduct of those
who resigned in the face of an enemy, or refused
to march at the command of their superior olli-
oers, with any other feelings than those of pity
and contempt.

7

War with Mexico. According to recent intel-
gence from the camp and the cabinet-thecamp

on the Rio Grande, and the cabinet at Washine-
Wlth Meilcols going to be prose¬

cuted w.th acovity during the summer months ;
and General Taylor preparmg to proceed on

both°U,H° K °'T'y He W,U be ""PPorterf on
both ocean, by the Amsr.can fleet, which w,U
blockade the port, of Mexico on her eastern and
be western shores. Whether Mex.eo can be
brought to another general appeal to arm. in the
flad, seem, doubtful. Accord.,.g ,oa letter in to¬

day . Herald, from Pensacola, General Pa redes
has already made a proposition for peace At all
.vents, we have no doubt the American army

h«7 ?T' Tftyl0r' W,U ,dvW,0«' .' once, into the
atart of the oountiy.

tha"atnewm*an|tirne* ^'re " reason to believe,
Sm«1m«"»ngm the interior

will be a te,rihl! ?, °f 'J.® °re«cn negotiation
difficulties. Thev aT ?° ,K>Co in ber Present
on the Oregon questin'^ l ? di/8cuJti*''

hare ended by a resort to fli "l nRi>nd« would

ble them to carry on the wa! IL"8' thU9 *na'

wuh better success but ,1 V countl?
Oregon quest,on annihilate, i^e.,^

road, goes into effect to-day
r,nrtald rail-

American Ocean Mail Lines..We give in ano-
tlier part of this day'« paper, n report from the
Committee on Naval Atfairs of the House of Re¬
presentatives of the United States, on the subject
of transporting the United States Mails in Ocean
Steamer*. The report is ably drawn up, and
show* that the Committee have taken a deep in-
terest in the subject.
We recommend the document to a careful

perusal by every man in the country.
Accompanying the report was a draft of a Bill

recommending the acceptance.the proposal
of E. K. Collins, Esq., of New York, to

carry the Mails between New York and Liver¬
pool, and contracting with Mr. A. G. Sloo for
transporting the Mails between New York and jHavre, New York and New Orleans, and interme-
diate ports. The last section of the bill appro¬
priated one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for
carrying its provisions into etfect.
This is the first actual movement by Congress

to furnish the country with a national steam ma¬
rine. We congratulate the country on the cer¬

tainty there now is, that the stigma so long resting
upon us for our apparent lethargy in keeping pace
with the progress of the age,will be soon removed.
We will have soon a line of steamships, that will
form the nucleus of a steam marine inferior to
none in existence. The settlement of the Oregon
question will give an impulse to business, greater
than the most sanguine suppose. Hereafter the
struggle between the Ignited States and England
will not be for a few acres of land in a distant
wilderness, but for a higher and nobler object^
It will be an honorable strife to outvie each other
in commerce, arts, and manufactures. The
country that advances these the more, will be the
victor; and will have the honorable satisfaction of
knowing that through its instrumentality, civiliza¬
tion lias been advanced, and the human family
rendered more happy and elevated.
Aht ani> Artists.Black Mail, itc..Some

person has sent us an extract,from one of the dis¬
reputable Sunclay papers, we believe, stating that
the manager of the Park theatre paid the propri-
etor of this journal five hundred dollars to puff
the Keans,during their recent engagement at that
establishment. We do not suppose that any man
of common sense will believe such a ridiculous
falsehood. But there are persons who be-
lieve any thing, no matter how absurd, that is
said against this establishment. Now what is the
truth 1 At this moment, the Park theatre is in¬
debted to our printing establishment for work
done, nearly five hundred dollars, while all the
stars of any magnitude receive their full pay and
full benefits. In fact, it always seems to be the
rule among nrtists to pay oil" every body belore
the printer; and if any body is to lose, the printer
can. They are to be the scapegoats.
During the last ten years we have contributed

to make fortunes for \he various artists, both na¬
tive and foreign, who have made their appear¬
ance in this city, probably in the aggregate to
over half a million of dollars. Hundreds, and
perhaps thousands, of lines have been written in
this journal in favor of actors, players, singers,
lecturers, and all others who give public exhibi¬
tions. On many occasions we have received, in
return for those favos, the most violent and ma¬

lignant abuse. All sorts of imputations have
been heaped upon us, sometimes by the very
persons who received those favors, and sometimes
by their friends. But this is not all. Three ol the
principal theatres in this city.in which large
sums of money have been made and paid away
to artists.now at tliis moment, owe this estab-
lishment for printing and advertising, nearly one

thousand dollars, which has not yet been paid,
and probably never will be. The Chatham thea-
tre, under a former manager, and one of the most

prosperous in the city, got in debt to tliis estab-
lishment nearly four hundred dollars, which has
never been paid. Lecturers and nrtists of all
kinds, more or less, have paid their printing and
advertising bills; but many of them have never

paid at all; and at the present time the amount
due us honestly for printing and advertising is
three thousand dollars. Yet in the face of these
fa*ts, which we never ihought of looking at till
recently, we see the disreputable portion of the
newspaper press, and some miserable artists of
all kinds, indulge the idea that black mail is the
cause of the various notices of these artists. We
shall teach them all, high and low, a different les¬
son in future.

The Railroad to Boston..The bill for the
charter of the New Haven Railroad Co. passed
the lower house of the Connecticut Legislature on
Saturday, by a vote of 116 to 80. This, we be-
lieve, gives the stockholders the right to construct
a drawbridge, of eighty feet draw, across the
Connecticut, at Middletown. x

Tlieatrlca.1 and Mualcal.
Park Theatre..To-night is the last of the season,

and the occasion, Mr. Simpson's benefit. The Keans have
volunteered to appear as Benedick and Beatrice, in the
comedy of "Much Ado Aliout Nothing,** and as the Duke
and Duchess de Chartres, in the "Follies of a Night.".
Signora Fico i« to ling some of the finest gems of opera.
These great attractions, and the personal claims of Mr.
Simpson upon public patronage, will probably ensure a
very large and fashionable bouse. We anticipate quite
a gala night.
Bowtkr Theatre..A fnew and gorgeous spectacle,

called "The Last of the Thousand and One Nights," is
to be 'produced at the Bowory to-night for the first time.
The well known magnificent style iu which tlio enter¬
prising manager, Mr. Jackoin, gets up such things, justi¬
fies us in predicting that this new production will be
worthy of admiration. The comedy ot "( harles II.'' is
to close the entertainments of the evening.
Castle Garden..Such a list of attractions is ofl'ered

at this delightful place overy evening, that it would bo
almost impossible to particularize. The music, both vo¬

cal and instrumental, the graceful dancing of the Misses
Valloc and Mr. Thompson, the superb cosmoramai, and
the promenades for enjoying the delicious sea-breeze,
render Castle Garden almost an Elysium for us pent-up
Gothamites during the summer.
Nislo's..The Ravel Family give some of their ex¬

traordinary and laughable performances this evening,
assisted by Madame Javelli, ( harles Wiuthcr, and Mon¬
sieur Marcetti, the celebrated contortionist. The comic
pantomime of "Vol-au-Vent" will conclude the perform¬
ances. The Ravels always have crowded houses, and
there is no doubt that they will have this evening a largeaad fashionable audience. Niblo has been at great painsand expense in fitting up his establishment, and it is pre¬pared tor the reception of the public in a style of unu¬
sual splendor. lie deserves success.
Herr Alexander..This extraordinary magician com¬

mences his wonderful scientific tnd legerdemain |>er-formances at Talmo's this evening He has lately re¬
turned from a very successful professional tour throughthe Southern states, crowned with laurels, and his en¬
tertainments are so attractive that he will scarcelv fail
to meet with the same liberal patronage at this time, that
he received during his former stay in the city.

America* Consuls Abroad..A letter writer
from Washington say»:.
At the commencement of the existence of this Admin¬

istration a great flourish was made in reference to the
api.oirtment of Consuls The pure and exemplary Mr.
Polk threw out a hint in the orgxn that there odlcers
ought to be-all Americans by birth it »o happens, how¬
ever. that, with the usual consistency of pure democrats,Mr folk has just nominated to the Senate as Consul for
the PruMian Provinces of the Rhine, a foreigner, who
already holds ihiee < onsulates, to which is now to be
added a fourth tour offices lor one man and he n for¬
eigner This gentleman it now Consul fer ' Hano¬
ver," "Grand Duchy of Hesse," and "Uran.i Duchy of
Darmstadt" The Senate will undoubtedly lock into'the
matter before they acton the nomination

Another Slaver Csrru..gD..A correspondentof the Merchants' Exchange writes, under date
of St Helena, April 'JAth, that a brig was lying at anchor
Bt St Helena, with " James Wilson. New Vork," on her
stern She was taken possession of bv H. B M. shipActeon, as a prize, hsving been found Tying st anchor at
a place railed Hsbauda, on the west coast of Africa,
abandoned, and without crow, flag or papers on bouJ.
She was fitted out lor slaves Tlie vessel would be con¬
demned in the Admiralty Court. The J»c;cs Wilson was
sold nt Rio Janeiro. . short timo tinec, to a Bratilian -

lioilon Mail, Junt 13.

N*w Have* Trlkuratii Station..The appa¬ratus for the Telegraph at this station, we under-
stand, was received yesterday atternoon, and the mana¬
ger expects to open communications with Boston andNew \ ork, during the day. Hon F. O. J. Smith, the con¬
tractor for the route between Boston and New York isin town superiniending the first operation of the tele¬
graph. snd the adjustment of the new machinery..AT. UHerald, Junt IS.

HIGHLY IMPORTANT
FROM MEXICO.

ARRIVAL OP THK

Steam Frigate Missitt&ippi. at Peniaeola,
WITH A

BEARER OF DESPATCHES.

Supposed Proposition* from

General Paredes to the Amerio&n
Government.

THE THREATENED REVOLUTION IN
BCBZZOO,

d(C. die.

The steam frigate Mississippi, Capt. Fitzhugh,
arrived at Pensacola on the 5th inst., from era

Cruz. We yesterday published a portion ot the
news brought by her.

It now appears by a letter from our corres¬

pondent, that it is not at all unlikely that she is

the bearer of seme important intelligence, or pro¬
position from the Mexican to the American Gov-
ernment.
We give the letter, at any rate, as we have re¬

ceived it, and it may speak for itself. It is not im¬
probable tliat the Mexicans should step forward
and ask for peace, after such battles as were

fought on the fields of Palo Alto, and Rttaca dt
la Palma.
But in a day or two, perhaps, we shall learn all.

Annexed is the letter:
PkN8ac«jua, June 5, 1846.

Arrival of Jkartr of Despatches. Their Character
and Importa.net.The Military Preparation of
Paredes. Threatened Revolution, $c., fyc. fyc.
1 have endeavored to get hold of the news which

the Mississippi brings, in order to inform you.
She arrived lute last evening, five days from Ve¬
ra Cruz, with a bearer of despatches. There is a
good deal of mystery attending the subject of
these despatches, and what they refer to. It is

stated, that it is to inform the department that the
Constitution, and one or two other ships, liat^sail¬
ed from Mazatlan before contrary orders were re¬
ceived. But it is said that this is but a cloak.for
it seems singular that Dr. Wood and yir. Parrot
should have been permitted to remain m Mexico the
length of time they were ; and further, to e-nbark
without molestation. Again, an expensive shiplike the Mississippi, would not have been with¬
drawn from the blockade without some strong
reason. No doubt, as the suspicion is, she bringsproposalsfrom Paredes to the government. Tins,
the officers say, is the most probable cause.
The newsofthe battle with Gen. Taylor had ar¬

rived in Mexico. At first they endeavored to sup¬
press the accounts; and afterwards, it was treated
as a skirmish. Paredes was trying all he could to
collect troops, estensibly to go to the frontier; but
the true cause was, to put himself at the head 01
a body of men, io wait events which the revo¬
lution would bring forth. It was supposed he
would retire, and await to declare, for the popular
More full newsot the battle and capture ol Ma-

tamorasand details, was known at Vera Cruz.
They putdown their forces at 6,000, and the Ame¬
ricans at 7,005#.and their loss at three thousand
killed, wounded, prisoners, and runaways.No mention is made of any more troops be¬
ing sent towards Matamoras; in fact, no troopscould be collected.

...The news from Mexico is quite important.The western provinces had pronounced for *>ama
A
Vera Cruz was on the point of revolution, andthe time had been appointed to pronounce, lint

owing to the increasing populaiity of Uen. Lira-
vo, it was put off, and the Presidency offered to
him, which he refused.?

I have just seen Mr. Diamond, (consul,) who
came up ia the Mississippi ; he says he saw a
full plan of the revolution, which was shown to
him, and since Bravo would not be President,
Santa Anna is decided upon. <

.
Quite a gentlemanly warfare in going on at v era

Cruz. Gen. Bravo had permitted alt American
vessels to sail, statine that n* '?good laitb they should go also in good faith. L-apt.Gregory in return for this had permuted throe
vessels to pass in from Tobasco, suiting that he
too could not make captures of the enemy s ves¬
sels under such generous treatment. He had
however placed on parole two Mexican field offi¬
cer" found on board one of them. Gen. llravo.
wishing to keep up the correspondence expressed
regrets that he could not send on board fresh pro¬
visions ; to which Capt. Gregory replied he was
well supplied at present, but he regretted to state,
that he might find it necessary before long, te
come on shore and take some.
This gendomanly warfare had not been in con¬

tinuation long, for General Bravo had been quiteriled up by the Mississippi's first captures beingYucatan vessels, which were permitted to passfree, with the assurance that their vessels would
not be molested. However, he had cooled down.
Quite a sensation had been caused by an Ame¬

rican bark from New York running the block¬
ade, after she had been informed that war existed.
She had ammunition and stores aboard. Wo pitythe captain, should he be taken.

_This Mexico is what the hoosierscall a great
country They think our Generals are like their
own. The strongest one of these last collect a
body ot men, and either from effect of superior
force, or skirmish with the government troops, a
revolution is made, and on marches the leader to
take the affairs of Government in his own hands.
Such is the popular belief of the ignorant peopleof Mexico now. They think that Gen. Taylor is
marching on to be President, and that Paredes is
strengthening himself against him. Well, who
knows whether Taylor will be President or not, ot
either Mexico or the United States. I have no
doubt he will be. Huzza for Gen. Taylor! Our
Olficers state that no difficulty would be found byGen. Taylor pronouncing, and marching on to
Mexico. Paredes might make some resistance
at the city, but Taylor could be President as well
as any other general.

,. .. .P. S. Since writing this, Dr. Wood has said, in
conversation with linn, that it was thought in
Mexico that no relief could be expected from
England whatever. And Parede3 was collectingwhat troops he could press around hiin, to sustain
himself in the revolution. No hope was express¬ed of sending more troops to Matamoras. Mr.
Diamond says, that ere this, the revolution has
broke forth. The U. S. ship Job* Adams sailed
u day, for Vera Cruz.

Incident*, Ac-
1 understand that great insubordination prevail* amongthe volunteer troops concentrated at Kort Washington, on

the Petomac river. They are mostly from Maryland,and were found while here so insubordinate, riotous and
beastly, a* to bo under the necessity of ordering them
down to the fort. It is said that thov yesterday, or to
day, took j>ossessioo of a vessel loaded with wheat, and
made their way to Alexandria, where they are now
abusing and annoy ing the peaceful inhabitants of that
quiet city.
When General Taylor was a young man, says the

Louisville Journal, ho nitd an elder brother, \\ illiam,long since dead, swaui from the Kentuckv shore across
the Ohio river to the Indiana shore, and back HKal">without resting. Tho feat was performed in the month
of March, when the river was swollen and chill. It

f'teatly surpassed the famous one of swimming the ''®'"
espont, which is about a mile across, and of deiightlul
temperature. The Taylors were not accompanied by a
boat, as Byron was when he swam tho Hellespont,which makes all the difference in the world. One winter,
when General Ta> lor was stationed at Priarie dn Chien,
he used to walk every morning Iron, his lodgings to the
barracks without a great coat, when the thermometer
\yas forty degrees below tero.

Military Preparatleni, to,
MISSOURI.

Merried in St Louis, on the 4th June. 134S, by Al-nbonso Wetmore, Justice of the Peace, Mr WallaceMcKeniie, of the Laclede Rangers, to Miss Mary Hamil¬
ton, of 9t. Louis.

"Scotts wha tin w« Wallace bled,
Scotts whom Bruce hath often led,Welcome to their bridal bed,

And to viciory !"
The bridegroom is a soldier of the Laclede Rangers,and will march in three days After the nuntiala hadbeen celebrated, the fair bride tai I, so l cheerfully."I diuna ken that a Hamilton or a Brace ever fled thebattlefield, or hid in the heather, and I trust his gudeclaymere will be star lit, and thai he may And a sunnyspot, in tome dear cot, where I shall sing him that gudeauld Scotch song, "Tlje Soldier's Return" I'm neafeard o' ghaists and warlocks, when he gangs tae the

wars That eagle bird will o'erluke Wallace t"
VXW JERSEY.Thn following uniform companies hare lorwarded oo-pies of their resolutions, tendering their services to th?

government. They have as yet not enrolled themselves,J, -».imjed by tho Secrotary of War: but so far as werati learn endeavoring to fill up their ranks
with the requisite nu.7"«. »nd "XpXat leost, will probably soon senu ... u«rin »Lchlish the names of these companies, in the oiu... . Wsh®»they volunteered)

1 renton.Jersey Blyes, National Guards.Newark.Lafayette Guards, pitjr Ouarde, UnionBlues, Washington Krina Guard.
Burlington.New Jersey Guard*.The reader will observe, that with tlje singletlon of Mr. Berlew, of Monmouth, all this volunteeringhas be«u done In the whig ceunUee.

.The counUee of Musses, Bergen, Warren, Hunterdon

and Atlantic have not furnished nor offered a single nut
to aid the government in thia war. in which they and
their party hare involved it. They are content with
hiring done the wrong They leave it to the whigs to
save the nation from tne consequence* of their bed con
duct.. Trtnton State Gazette.

NEW YORK.
We are informed that all the companies of the lat Re¬

giment New York State Volunteers, have now been in¬
spected, and that the following ia a correct acoount of
the organization of the Regiment. Major General Kir-
ated was deputed by the Governor to make the inspec¬tion of the companies which had not been inspected by
the adjutant general. Ward B. Burnett, Colpnel; Ed¬
ward Suttern, Lieut Colonel; Jame* C. Bumhain, Major;
J. B. Montgomery, Adjutant.

Captains. No. of M*n
Company A. .Charles H. Shaw 77

.' B. .Count de Bongars 86
" C. .James Barclay 97
" D. .J. P. Taylor 78
" E. .James L. Hewit 80
" F. ,C. Kearsing 70
" O. .D. F.. Hungerford 74

H... Gazinski «H0
" I . .Morton Fairchild 77
" K. .L. K. Campbell 98

Total 804
Second Regiment.Charles Baxter, Colonel; Joaeph

C. Potter, Lt. Colonel; William G. Marcy, Major; Thos.
L Vermeule, AdjuUnt.

Captaim. Captaini.
Co'y A. .G. Dyckman Co'y F. .John Linberger.

B. ... Pierton. " G.. A. Van Olinda.
H.. Vermeule." C..E.A.King." D..Wm. 8. Munday. I .. Elmore.

E. .Jo». A. Jackson. K.W. W. Lyon*.
Naval Operations.

The following is said to bo a correct statement of the
U. S. naval force in the Gulf of Mexico

Clan.Guns. Crew.
Three frigates 156 1440
Three aloopa 60 600
Two steamers 30 401
Three brigs 30 340

Eleven vessels 99] 2691
The revenue cutters and small schooners which have

been ordered to the Gulf will add much to the efficiency
of the blockade of the Moxican waters. It is not be¬
lieved that the squadron, a* at present constituted, will
attempt any offensive operations beyond a blookade.
The wholo force concentrated ia deemod altogether in¬
adequate to a successful attack on tho defences of Vera
Cruz.
A letter from an ollicer in the United States Navy,

dated at Pensacola, May 30, says " W#shall probably
sail, as soon as wo are provisioned, for Vera Cruz, but I
doubt if any attack will be made on the castle, as they
have prepared it so well for defence ; and if thoir prac¬
tice should be equal to tho lire on Gen. Taylor's camp,
they would sink the whole of our navy. When the
French attackod the castle, there were only twonty-five
guns of small calibre at the point of attack ; they have
now over two hundred pieces, thirteen mortar*, and
Paixhan guns in quantities, on new batteries, at the same

point; and one of our ongineeroflicers says that if they
were served well no fleet could ever make any impres¬
sion."

Constitutional Convention.
Saturday, June 13.Enquiries into the propriety of

incorporating in the constitution various provisions, were
offered and referred By Mr. O'Conor, touching the
rights of citizens in criminal proceedings, and of the
accused in indictments or prosecutions for libel. By Mr.
J. J. Taylor, in regard to the duties and powers of sur¬
rogates. By Mr. Richmond, touching the extension of
suffrage to the Indians. By Mr. Sheldon, the subject of
the individual responsibility of bank stockholders. By
Mr Rhoades, the subject of the state lands contiguous
to the salt springs. By Mr. Bowdish, exemptions and
disabilities of tho clergy. By Mr. Allen, the subject of
abolishing the two-third provision of the constitution.
By Mr. Rugglea, the aubject of assessing personal
property. By Mr. W. Taylor, the subject of fixing the
maximum duty on salt at one cont a bushel. By Mr.
Dana, the subject of fixing the maximum rate of interest
at 6 per cent By Mr. A. W. Young, the aubject of ex¬
tending tho right of suffrage to colored citizens, and
abolishing the property qualification. By Mr. Chamber¬
lain, the subject of th>; unfinished public works, and the
enlargement. By Mr. Morris, the taxation of foreign
residents for a longer period than five years.fhe em¬

ployment of a commission to dispose of the accumulated
business of the courts.and the subject of incorporating
in the constitution a prohibition of imprisonment for
debt. By Mr. St. John, the entire abolition of the duty
on salt. By Mr. Chatfield, the subject of contracts be¬
tween the State and individuals. By Mr. Conely, the
suhjectof prohibiting usury laws. By Mr. Angel, the
subject of betting on olections. By Mr. Richmond, the
aubject of a town court of final appeal from the decisions
of single justices. Bv Mr. Jordan, the subject of lease¬
hold estate* in fee or for long terms. By Mr. Rhoades,
the subject of retrospective act* affecting remedies on
contracts. By Mr. Garland, the subject of judicial dis¬
trict*, and the election of judge* by tho boarda of tu-
pervisors.also the subject of abolishing the office of
sheriff, under-sheriff, deputy, fee and auperintendent* of
the poor and of common school*.substituting one
office therefor. By Mr. Bascom, the propriety of a
continuance of the court of chancery. Aaj,.Albany
Argue.

City Intelligence.
Fire..The alarm of fire on Saturday evening, at

seven o'clock, was from the rear of lot No. 65 Columbia
street. A small frame house was on fire, but was extin¬
guished with buCtrifling damage.
AnoTm*..At nine o'clock the same evening, a wooden

building, No. 221 Riving ton street, occupied a* a (pice
and horie feed mill, i'he building was considerably
burnt, and the majority of the property within destroyed.
Yet Ahother..At six o'clock on Sunday morning,

a fire broke out in the basement of the dwelling house
No. 1364 Greenwich avenue, owned by Mr. Jonathan
I. Coddington, and occupied by Mr. Henry Piatt as a
bakery stock in trade, totally deitroyed, the hou*e but
¦lightly damaged.
Coroner'* Office..Jitt 14.. Oveidose'of Laudanum.

.The Coroner held an inquest yesterday at No. 177
Mott street, on the body of an inlant (colored) child, by
the name of John II. Green, only five months old, who
came to his death from the effects of an overdote of lau¬
danum injudiciously administered by hi* mother, by mis¬
take for paregoric. Verdict accordingly.
The Coroner likewise held an inquest yesterday at the

house of William Lawrence, in the first avenue, between
12th and 13th street*, on the body of Catharine Farrel,
whom, it appear*, only arrived in this country from Li¬
verpool in the ship Emanuel, on the 3d of June, and was
confined to her berth the whole of the pa*saxe, from lea
sickness, and being a delicate weman, and after a pa*-
lage of forty-four day*, and she being fifty-six years of
age, the sickness appearel to have broken up her con¬
stitution, and sho died yesterday from the effect*. Tho
jury rendered a verdict that she came to her death by
debility ariiing from old age and sea sickness.

Police Intelligence.
Ji jte 14..Robbery of Silver..A quantity of lilver

ware was stolen, supposed to have been taken by a
small colored boy, consisting of silver spoon*, augar
tongi, *oup ladle, Sic. amounting to upward* of $50.
the majority were marked H. J. C. This plate had just
been cleaned, and placed in a basket in the basement
of the house occupied by Mrs. Henry Cahoone, 118 Mon¬
roe itreet. No arrost at present.
Another..The premises occupied by Mr. J. W. Trust,

30 McDougal street, was robbed on the llth inst. of one
large four-pronged silver fork, seven silver tea spoons,
five desaert spoons, and a butter knife, all marked J. W.
M. T..supposed to have beon stolen by an Irishman who
was carrying in coal at the time. No arrest

Robbed on lite Fire Points..Art old rummy looking
thief called Elizabeth McDdnough, was arrested on Sa¬
turday night by a 6th Ward Policeman, charged with
placing lier arms around one James Cannon, and giving
him a very loving ombrace at tho same time managing to
cxtract a silver watch from hi* pocket worth $10, while
ceated together in one of thoie horrible den* of iniquity
in Anthony street, on the Five Points. Elizabeth was
committed for trial at the Special Session* on Tuesday
next.
A Juvenile Thief..Quite a small boy of not more than

10 years of age, who gave his name William Crane, was
arrested ou Saturday night charged with stealing sereral
articles of cutlery belonging to Mr. Andrew Chapman,
No. 174 West street Locked up for examination by
Justice Osborne.

Stealing a Wateh .Esther McCormick was arretted
last night charged with atealing a silver lever watch,
vsdued at $S0, belonging to an Irishman called John
Richie, whilo in a shinning " crib" in Orange itreet
However, John not 'being able to iwear quite strong
enough for tho magistrate, Mis* Either was discharged,
much to the dusatisiaction of Mr. Richie.

Petit Larceny..George Babcock was arrested for steal*
log a pair of gai'er boots belonging to Henry Parrel..
Locked up by Justice Roomer

" Touched" on the Five Pointi..A white man, by the
name of (toorge Johnson, was touched of hi* wallet, con*
taining $8, last night, while in the auciety of a yellow
woman called Ann Amoi, in a den of proetituflon situated
in Orango street. Thi* fair dam*el was locked up for
examination.

~~~.

Movement* ofTravellers.
The following comprise* the full amount of yesterdsy's

arrival* at the principal Hotel*. At the
American.P. Moseley, Mobile; E. Tourneau, Augu*-

ta; J. Dahi, Philadelphia; B. Haxatl, Richmond; H. Hun-
ter. United State* Navy; Mr. Rice, Boston; J. Mickle, I
Editlo Island;C. Smith. Philadelphia.
Astor.Captain Eldridge. ship Rosciuc. J Bengongh,

New Orleans; J. Rauch. Baltimore; J. Kendall, Man-
Chester; M Kenard, Philadelphia: H. Duaenberry, Illi¬
nois; Captain Buraley, packet (hip Hottinguer; T. Weed,
Albany; Chancellor Whitly, Rochester; W. L. Green,
Boatoni J Potter, Philadelphia; W Putney, Maacheater;
T. Whittaker, Providence; Mr. Frederick, Savannah.
Citt.P. Vinden, St. Louia; H. Morrison, Rochester;

Colonel Taylor, United States Army; Major Forsyth, do;
J. Howes,.Massachuaetta; M. Kellogg, New Verk; O
Perry, Nefev Boston; Lieut. Wijjalow, United States Na¬
vy; Captain Robinson, Royal Engineers, Washington;
W. Whi e, Boaton; J. Reeaide, Alabama; J. Reede. Phi-
ladejphia: P Rone, Norwich; Commodore Thomas A

Jonss, U. 8. Navy. _

FaA.iaux.J M Saunders, Philadelphia; iP*--
Boston; D Uilkins, Charleston, Me.| O O. Bosweii,

miootoi .. wgb.ington; L Potter, South Carolina; James Shepherd, Phi-

lanelphls; W. Woodoook. New Orleana; J. OuolJ Bof
ton; C7Prince, Wi(conain; T. Cole, Boston, F. Tiadale,
St Johna, N B ; Oeorge Dana, Boaton; George Hill. De¬
troit; J. Lobdeti, Boston, H Meroer Tbwanda, L Branch.
Philadelphia; J. Ball, do; Pr p'rklr"' -N Carolina.

Unitsd Stat** Circuit Court op Louisiana..
Before Judge McCaleb .Five seamen, part of
the crew of the ship Robt J. Shsw, Captain Matthews,
were put upon their trial yesterday In this Court, charged
_..v In «tte«#pted revolt and tumultuary assembling on

? j..1j,.,(.! c-hile on her voysge tron PhiladelphiaTfter "a long trial th? iury retired for"up-
wards oftwo hours and returned, unable to agree upon a

teroict The Court then discharged the jury , and re¬

manded the prisoners. Mr. Preston, as cevjael for the
defence, said he would m*ve this onorning to ham the

ifUon admitted to ball..if- O- PictpmHf %/iwi - o.

HIGHLY IMPORTANT
FROM THE

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
WAX. WITH XAriB. TRIBES.

Detail* of the Battlei between the Kafirs
and the British Troops.

The Colony of the Capo of Oood
Hope under Marshal Lav.

The fast sailing ship Natchez, Capt. Waterman,
from Canton, via the Cape of Good Hope, arrived
last night.
We are indebted to Capt. W. foi papers from

the Cape to the 20th April, inclusive. The con¬
tain highly important intelligence.
The Kaftr Tribes have commenced hostilities

against the burgher inhabitants of the Colony.
Col. Hare, Lieut. Governor of the Eastern Dis¬

tricts of the Colony, by proclamation, has declared
the Colony under martial law.
We give below the details of the various en¬

gagements and skirmishes between the burgher
inhabitants of the Cape.assisted by the British
troops.and the natives, the Knfirs; together with
the official despatches of Col. Somerset, Hnd otti-
ccrs, commanding the troops in Kafirland.

(From the South African CommercialAdvertiser}
Can Town, April 29, 1940.

Last port from the Frontier brought intelligence of
the commencement of hortilltie. in KaCrUndandofthe
first collision with the enemy. The official des^tchespublished by authority in the hrontitr Ttrnti, with other
extracts from the Frontier paper* of the week, are given

h'u appears that a division of the troops, under Lieut.
Col. Somerset and Lieut. Col. Hichardsonmarchedfrom
the Deba river, on the morning of the 16th iinst.toward.
Burn's H1U, where they were joined by the Kat River
Burghers, under Captain Sutton.

.. .Burn's Hill is a missionary staUon or village, situated
in front ol the gorges of the Amatola mountains,
into the ravines and wooded parts of which Col. Somerset
was informed that the Kafirs had withdrawn all or the
greater number of their force*. Here the troops encamp¬
ed for the night. ....» tOn the morning of the l#th. leaving a large amount of
baggage and ammunition under charge of Major Gibson,
of the 7th Dragoon Guards, the combined force entered
the gorges of the mountains, and moved upon the enemy's
position at all points. A series of desultory actions en-Slued, in one ofwhich the Kafirs are said to have shown
a force of 2 000 men, all armed wtth muskets.
The enemy seemed to have been checked or repulsed

wherever the troops could reach them, or when the guns
could be brought to bear upon them. Having captured
. herd of cattle, 1.800 in number, Colonel Somerset re¬
tired down the hiU about sun set, and formed a camp on
the flat under the Amatola.

.S On the afternoon and evening of the same day consi¬
derable bodies of Kafirs attacked the encampment left at
Burn's Hill under charge of Major Gibson: and during
the night his position was surrounded on nil sides, pro¬
bably by the forces that had been engaged with the
troops on the preceding day among the mountains. He
sent to Col Somerset, requesting him to join him there,
or to send a strong reinforcement, staUng at the same
timo that it would be very dangerous for him to move
with so large a quantity of ammunition and baggage
Upon the receipt of this report from Major Gibson,

Col. Somerset immediately proceeded with 200 infantry
under Major Campbell, the Cape mounted Rifles, under
Major Armstrong, and one gau, under Lieut Hill, to
Major Gibson's support
The encampment at Burn's Hill was on the left bank

of the Keiskama river. Early in the forenoon. Major
Gibson, without having received any re inforcement,
moved upon a drift of the river, being only able to form
an advance and rear guard, leaving the whole lme of
wagons between unprotected. In this situation they
were immediately discovered and attacked by the ene¬
my. who easily cut the line in two. taking out the oxen
Iromone of the wagons and drawing it across 1Lhew°f.:thus checking the movement of all behind it. Major
Gibson now found himself with the rear-guard attacked
on all sides by great masses of Kafirs, and was compelled
to retreat to Burn's Hill and again put his men in position.

The advance guard, with the first division of the
wagons, after some hesitation, proceeded to cross the
drift of the river, and at this moment Col Somerset ar¬
rived with re-inforcements, which enabled Major Gibson
to secure and bring oil' his ammunition wagons ; the
enemy had carried od the oxen belonging to the baggage
wagons, which were consequently abandoned.
The whole force being again united on the right bank

of the Keiskama, Col Somerset moved towards the Chu-
mie, still followed and harrassed hy the enemy. Here,
on the left bank of the Chumie, he encamped for the
night of the 17th.
On the morning of the 18th he decided on retiring to

Block Drift, lower down, and on the right bank of tbo riv¬
er- The enemy, to the number, he says, ol 3000 men,
followed him from the time he left the ground, and made
diapositioua to attack liiiu, wblcb they won did, ill the leal
and on both flanks at the same time. Under these trying
circumstances they crossed the river, bringing saloly to
the right bank 1,800 head of cattle, with their baggage
and ammunition wagons, on which the Kafirs pressed
eagerly, as on the preceding day at Burn's Hill. The
causalties of this day, during these very difficult and
hatardous operations, afford a measure of the Kafir s
power as an enemy in battle. They amount to 1 officer
wounded, 2 men killed, and three wounded. On the 1/ th
also, when Ma^or Gibson was attacked by so great a bodyof the enemy, and compelled to fall back on Burn's Hill,abandoning the wagons, 1 man had his arm broke, and a
man was killed. And during the repeated conflicts with
the whole of 8andilla's forces among the ravines and
woods of the Amatola, on the whole of the l#th, 3 men
were killed and 6 wounded. In the night attack on Ma¬
jor Gibson's camp, 4 men were killed an4 4 wounded.
The loss of the baggage wagons, under Major Gibson s

escort, on the 17th, arose from the movement taking
place about an hour and a half too early, in compliance
with Col Somerset's instructions. Had ne been instruct¬
ed to wait till reinforcements arrived, this misfortune,
probably, would have been avoided.
Such are the Kafirs at present, when confronted

among their own fastnessos.inferior in all respects to
regular troops and armed burghers. la those situations
the musquet has not added to their strength. « ith their
familiar weapon, the assagai, they would probably have
done more mischief. The danger most to be guarded
against is the entrance of parties into the colony, for the
sake of plunder.or with the intention of attacking, in
superior numbers, legers, or cattle encampments, form
ed hy the colonists, for the protection of their families
and property. Against this danger, which opens up
to the imagination scenes of unspeakable horror, go¬
vernment has made, or is making preparations, by
calling out all the disposable Burgher Force of the Col¬
ony, under martial law; and the most prompt and willing
obedience has ever)1 where been given to proper orders
and instructions. The whole military and Burgher Force
of the Colony, will, in a short time, be distributed along
the exposed portions of the Frontier Districts, while a
force will be made to bear on the hostile tribes in their
own country, to which, from the trial that has just been
made, it is perfectly clear that they can offer no serious
resistance Untoward events, however, like some tnat
have already occurred, may chequer the operations of
the first few weeks both within and beyond the border.
To meet these all mind* must bo prepared with patience,
as well as to surmount them with courage and persever¬
ance. For in a war with savages or barbarians, there is
no alternative but ruin or victory. The hostile tribes
must be conquered and put down, or the Colony is ruin¬
ed.

.We have information from Block Drift up to yesterdaythe 20th inst. His Excellency had arrived there in safetyfrom I'ost Victoria, which is about to be abandoned. 1 he
troops it is expected, will remain at this placo for "0I"e
time. Martial Law. had been proclaimed there, and the
whole of the forces, military and burgher, will be moved
to the front Capt Donovan, C.M.R.. was to leave
Block Drift yesterday for Fort Beaufort He is bearer
of the notice proclaiming Martial Law. Tha woundod,
we are happy to learn, are all doing well. Lieutenant
Cochrane was not quite so well as usual yesterday, but
it is stated that no lears are entered for his recovery au
the wounded are bearing their sufferings with fortitu
and patience. Lieut Cochrane, it is stated, in a letter
have seen, " was shot through the left shoulder, the
coming out of his chest, but it fortunately pawed rouna
the ni>s, but his left hand is shattered in piec«s^Tfc following is an accurate list ofthe k.lled wo ind-
o.l, and missing, during the engagements of the l#th,

subaltern ; 1# rank and file ; 11 chargers , 1 bat horse .

J5»o«)e>nartic ulars have also reached us of the gallant
conduct of Lieut O'Ralllr,CyM.*.»"'.°Lutfarmed Kafirs in the neighborhood of block Unlt. on hat-
urri.iv niffht the 19th inst. The) are a* follows ..ThisitVnnTari was sent out with 40 ol lus own men.Hit ViSERth dragoon guards, and ihey soon fell inwitlMlconalderabt.body o] Kafirs, armed 'with guns.-
The Kafirs are represented as having fought with and
fired upon the troops with great bravery and determina¬
tion lor the space of about 10 minutes, but Lieutunani
rVReillv and his party cxteuding themselves Iu skir¬
mishing order, charged them with their swords, rut
them down, and soon dispersed all who were ablo to run
Lieutenant O'Reilly is spoken of In high toim« for the
coolness and gallautry he displayed on this occasion .
The Kafiis are said to be In every bush in that quar¬
ter, though not, it is supposed, in great numbers..
The nulitary and burgher forces are delighted at the
presence of His Excellency amongst them Tncy *av
ne Is leliherate in judgment and decisive in acton .
On Saturday last Sir Peiegilne's party had a skirmish
with some Kafirs, In which li oMhe latter were shot,
(we believe, but cannot stute positively, tnat this occur¬
red as tbe Governor was proceeding from Post V ictorm
to Block Drift) On the iwh inst, at Post Victona, whilst
the Governor was there, there was some skirmishing
with the Kafirs, who appeared in such numbers lit is
said that there were at least 2000) that Uie cattlc be¬
longing to the Post were abandoned to the enemy. A
militarv post will be established at Block Uriit His
Excellency was about to join the Lieut. Governor at
Fort Beaufort Sandilla, It is reported, has gone into the
Buffalo mountains, In groat trepl tation. >iaoomo, it is
affirmed, lias been heading all the attacks made on the

rfj Kafirs are said to fire their halls at such a distance
that they can be stopped with the hand. The Hoops,
says a letter before us, are " fresh and ready for any
work."
Twcltb O'Clock Noow.-An express just anlred from

Committee's Drift, brings Intelligence that a bodj ol
Kafira drove off the cattle belonging to the *erwas living
on the site of the old post last night about half p*st «'ght
oVlork Tbs Kafirs Arsd nine snots at tham, but noixwy
wM hnrt The w"men and children were screaming
wM» fright Lt Cole. 01st, with a party of 10 men from
Committees, arrived in time to save themfrom the.vio¬
lence ef theee wretehee, whe get of, however, with s»

I of cattle. 68 of which belonged to Mr. Skaa after
braaking open and plundering hlthouse
.iVl ,lle kr**l at Clarke'* party, about

eight miles eait of Graham's Town, was attacked bv
about 60 Kafirs. The attack was resolutely andsuocess
lully resisted by nine Englishmen, among.t whom were
Messrs. Wallace and Robinson, who faced the Kafirs
outside, and compelled them to retire. The Kafirs we
are informed, fired about 60 rounds, and Mr Wallace'and
Mr Rohinson fired each 40 shots at the marauders
¦raThf..dV V*for* >'e,terd«y . P"rty of Kafirs carried off
78 cattle belonging to Mr. Jay, of tho Koouap, from hi*
herd, in the day time. Several shots were exchanged
and one Kafir is supposed to have been wounded
We have also just received a report that two Hotten-

tots, belonging to four wagons, the property of a person
named Webb, which were outspanned last night on Dri¬
ver s Hili, have been attacked and killed by Kafir* who
captured the wagons.

'

Also, a report that a Burgher encampment, within two
or three miles of Fort Brown, (supposed to be that of C
Bezuidenhout) was last night attaoked by Kafira, three
of whom were shot And also that one of Mr Ocilvie's
Hottentot*, at Grobhelaars Kloof, had the lower part of
his face taken off by a shet fired at him by a Kafir
The detachment of the »0th and 9»th regiments' about

900 strong, arrived in Graham'* Town on Tuesday the
31st instant, weary and way sore. They were under or-
ders, however, to advance on the following day to the
front. This was a seasonable re-inforcement, and others
are daily exported.
.
The Governor had proceeded to Fort Victoria, where

vi,ew of K,fir warfare He moved on
to Block Don, where he wai on the 20th. He was

Fort BeaJort^***1 ^ Colon*1 n*"5'* H*»J Quaiters at

frnm
A communication has been re-

pw?
ofllcer commanding Committee* Drift

L.l\ L v?le- ®ut- 'bat last night the Kaffirs made an

w^m«nUi?H hP?"*' Th*Jr fire<1 aaveial shots, but the

succeeded, however, in carrying ojr sixty eicht cattle

[From Graham'* Town Journal 1
On the morning of the 19th instant. (Sunday) eicht

spans of oxen having been carried off from Post Victo¬
ria, where the Governor, Sir Peregrine MaiUand, then
was, Bis Excellency ordered a party of the Dragoensunder the command of Capt. Napier and Lieut H«n to
pursue the enemy, directing a detachment ofthetiist
^nr?!rL mTt0 th,ir ""PPort- appear, that at a

' ir t^*/)nr,u!2? Hrtycame up with a bodyof Kafir*, estimated at 1600.and who were immediately
engaged.the enemy returning shot for shot with ereat
courage.but fortunately with no other casualty savo

k j s*>geant Mellon, whose log was fractured by
a ball, and who, though a strenuous eadoavor was made
«LP Em i? lT,ihors®btt*k, obliged to be left uponthe field, the Kafir* pouring down in inch .trong force,
Sir «0 bftrbar?u,'y despatched him with their keeriea!
The Governor finding the eaemy so numerous, ordered
the troops to fall back upon the po*t, and which th<y did
loading and firing upon tho enemy with the same pre¬
cision and regularity as though on parade with blank car¬
tridges. Many Kafirs were slain in thi* affair.
Th Kafirs have, in these various rencontres, suffered

material loss, and in one attack, under Lieut O'Reilly
with a party composed of the 7th Dragoons and Cane'
Mounted Hides, the enemy sustained a complete rente
ki

hM r#,c bed head-quarters that a consider¬
able body of Kafirs have moved into the Fiah River Bush
near its junction with the rfonap. Last night the defend
sive position (the Wesley an < tape!) at Collingham (eirht
miles t. of town) was attacked by the enemy, but with-
out effect, the little garrison beating off their assailants
after some sharp firing for about an hour. Several halls
perforated the door ofthe building.
The spoor ofa large number of Kafir* has been seen

apparently moving towards Lower Albany, where it is
neccssary the most slumbering vigilance should be ex¬
ercised. No movement should be made but with suf¬
ficient force, and no means neglected which mar euard
against surprise.

7 a»«»

Several bodies ofi£affers, it is said, have also pene-
treted the klools nail- the mouth ef the Kowie, and Vlr.
.lu5,' .V "dd®11 *o Graham'* Town to aommunioate

with Col. Johnstone, but returned again yesterday to his
post. Three Kafirs have been shot by the Burghers
near the Fish River.

7 « -urguer.

Despatchesfrom Colonel Somerttl to hit Honor the Litu
tenant- Goventr Col. Hart.
.Am.atola Mountains, 17th April, IMS.

Sir.I have the honor to acquaint you that, having
marched from the Deba River on the morning ofthe 16th
instant. I proceeded to the Deba Flats, where 1 halted
for two hours. Having, in the course of the morning
been in communication with Capt Sutton, who informed
me he had ascertained that the whole of 8andilla's force
were assembled in the Amatola Mountain*. I arranged
with him to join me. so as to unite the whole force on
the 16th inst, at Burn's Hill, where I arrived with Lieut.
Col. Richardson's and my own division on that afternoon,
and was shortly after joined by Capt Sutton with the
Kat River Burghers.
Having examined the ground and finding that the

whole ofthe Katir force was in the Amatola, I decided
upon attacking them at as early an hour as possible tha
following morning. At 7 o'clock, A. M., !6th in-t. I
moved 300 of tho 91st Regiment, and 200 afthe Kat River
Btrghers under M^jor Campbell, 91st Regt, into the
Amatola valley, detaching Captain Sutton with tha
mounted Kat River Burghers, and th* Cape Mounted Ri-
".".^.rMajor Armstrong, over the Amatola hill,
which hill not being very passable for guns, I requested
Lieut. Col. Richardson to co-operate witn the guas of his
division and the 7th Dragoon Guards, with a detachment
or the t ape Mounted Rifles, under Capt Donovan. Wit!
these I proceeded round the Amatola hill, in order '4
unite with and supoort the troops already detached uri
der Major Campbell, Major Armstrong, aad Capt Sutton.
These troops moved directly to their front.
Major Campbell having advanced some way in tha val-

?yV,h® Kat ,tlvfr Burghers soon came in contact with
the Kafirs As the troops advanced, they found them
selves opposed by a numerous body of Kafir*, who oi>en.
cd a heavy fire upon them. Tlie troop* ander Major
Armstrong and Capt. Sutton fell in with large bodies ef
Kafirs on the hill, whom they immediately attaakad. and
drove into the wooded vs-lies, Observing that several
Kafirs had descended into the kloofs south ofthe Amato.
la, I had an opportunity ol opening upon them with tha
guns, and I have no doubt with some affect. After get¬
ting round tha mountain, I united with Major Armitroag'a
and Capt Sutton's troops but we met with lame deten
tion in passing a bad drift with the gun. Having crossed
this drift, I moved round the hilL Observing a very
large drove of cattle to our left, Capt. Sutton^roaeeded
nL._i* .® of BurK'>ors, * troop of the 7th Dragoon

iUi1w?r C*E' p,P°n! aa(i * company ofthe Cape
j
ander Cspt. Donovan, to capture them,and ho secured about 1,800 head.

rolw'.Vh*i.u"V.I,roKr",*> aocosnpanled by Llent
Col. Richardson, 7th Dragoon Guards, Captain Brown,

Wi,il hii *un' th« Cape v/ouated Rifle-
v^,or A,nn,tro?«. *nd the Barghera under

r leldcornet Norton, 1 moved on to the support of Major
W M°Und bimselfopposed to a hody ef about

2000 Kaffirs, all armed with gans. Major Campbell's
men were greatly exhausted. Capt Brows immedistely
opened his gun upon the enemy with effect

I advanced the skirmishers of the C M. Rifles aad tha
Hottentot Burgher Force, who kept up a well directed
fire upon the Kaffirs, who still maintained a continued
fire until silenced by the well-directed fire ol Captain
Brown s gun.
Observing that Capt Sutton had secured tha cattle,

having united all the lorces, and it bocoming late 1
moved down the hill in order to cover the cattle, the aien
being very much pressed by the Kafirs Lieut Colenal
it(cHard*en moved intj position the gun under Lieut
.!!k'J J'^Art'Uery. who was able te open on them
with good effect and to cheek their advance. Having
collected the cattle, I formed a camp on the flat under tha
Amatola about sunset

1 regret to say this duty has not been performed with-
eut some loss on our side, three men of the 91st Regiment
having been killed and three men severely wounded-,
two men of the Cape Mounted Rifles wounded, en the
lull with mo, also ono Hottentot Burgher shot through
tne body, who 1 regret to say died this morning. I feel
exceedingly indebted to Lieut. Colonel Richardson for
the able support and assistance he has afforded during the
whole of these operations.
fMajor Campbell informs ma that the conduct of the
men of the 01st, in forcing their way through an over-
whelmibg force, was beyond all piaiae.

In conclusion, 1 have only to observe that the steadi¬
ness and conduct of the troops have been everything I
c®.uy *lsh. These operations have been carried oa ia a
thickly wooded country tnd the deep valleys ofthe Ama-
tola. 'tis impossible to form anything like a correct es¬
timate of the loss on the side of the Kafirs, though wa
have reason to believe it has been sovere, as they had
been seen to carry to their rear numbers, of their killed
aad wounded. 1 have, fcc.

(Signed) H. SOMERSET, Lieut-Colonel,
mi. iiAnn# r . i .Commanding Troops in Kafirland.
His Honor Colonel Ha*k, C. B. and K. H

Commanding troops.
Bu«-»shill, Thursday nigt, /

« u...
,8tb April, 1848 )

'* ".*« the honor to acquaint vou. that this aftar-
noon about S o'clock, I heard severe "firing on the oppoj
site side of tha nver, and immediately put the troops
under arms. It was shortly sfter reported to me, that
some ten Kaffirs had made a dash upon soma cattle that
liad been feeding a short distance dawn the riverside,
I immediately ordered out the lew duty men ofthe Cape
Corps, together with Captain Bamhrick's tioop ol the 7th
Dragoon Guarda, and marcRed them to the top of tha
hill overlooking Sandilla's Drift. 1 then ordered Capt
Bambriok to proceed, with Krreign Boy s ol the Cape Corns
to the Drift, and il he saw the spoor he might proceed a
short distance in pursuit of them, His Sergeant came to
ask me if he was to go far. when I said to him that Cant.
DambiioU wai hy no menns to proceed to any distance,
lie. uiiturtunately howeter, led the troops, or which by
my oiaer he had taken a division, into a very thick bttsh,
an I ueeplv .ieploie to «a>, that Just as he was returning'
out of it, at s. a shower ul balls bad been discharged at
hD parij he a as iinfortunately killed. I had taken Lieut,
(iregjrj- with uiie gun, and Captain Rawstorne's compa¬
ny ol the 91st Itegt in support-and on CapUin B^in-
brick s <len-h heing reported to me, I marched the com-
iwnj of tlie JI at n«-gt to the vicinity of the spot, an I ta¬
king a detour m) «e.f to a rising ground oxactly upi>.>site
with Lieut Gregory's six poun ler, and ufier Jiin^ two
roun > into the busli, the infantry a lvan. ed an I excbanir.
ed sever .1 nh»'.- with a hrge body of Kailtrs, without any
causaiiit on our »ide t aptain Raastorne. seeing that
t'ie KaiUis were so daring, and ti.at ihay a eie approach¬
ing hir.i in laige numbers, and fearing that he might be
surr-umle ret,red slowl) to Bum s Hill Seeing a large
mass of Kafflrs congregated in the same direction tue
?l*t hft.d left I caused two shells to be exploited, which
fell and exploded eaactly among ttiem. I then raturnad
home

I his night, about 7 o'clock, and Just as 1 had diminish-
en the sjro of mv camn, we were attacked by a consider-
able body of Kafirs, whom we beat off in about six or se-

7'" TirVi',°*Tll *m '?rr? «° »«> wi h ihe joss of four men
killed ofthe 91st, nnd 4 rncn mounded.
The Kafirs api»arto bo in great numbers around us,

and 1 consider It to be very dangerous our attempting to
movo with solaige an amount of ammunition and bag.

present excited stale of this neigliouihoo I,
esjieci ill) as we are so completely surrounded by them,
as we oliser\e their files an.i hear their cries in every di¬
rection I would, therefoie, most respectfully leuuest
timt j on u ill join me here, or send me a strong reinforce¬
ment, as j im are aware of the immense quantity of bag-

*

gage and stores I have under my charge.
I have, fcc.,

J«HN HOPE GIBBON, Major
7th Dragoon Ouards, Commaodlag it BoraahilL

Col Somkrixt, Commanding Troops, Kafirlaad.


